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the deposed kings at a banquet in Venice: King Theodor of
Corsica, a Stuart, King Stanislaus of Poland and others.
Nowadays it's not the deposed kings but the prima donnas of
publicity that we see escaping from the hubbub of the capitals
to glide along in gondolas."
I asked the Chancellor what had been his impressions of his
recent visit to Rome. He said it had been six years since his
previous visit, but he had found the city little changed. " But
I saw Pope Pius X for the first time/' he said. " He made an
excellent impression on me. He struck rne as not only a man
of wide and deep sympathies, but also a shrewd man. Those
who regard him as merely a good worthy priest are under-
rating him, though to be underrated has its advantages."
The conversation between the Pope and the Chancellor
had been conducted in Italian.
Prince Btilow spoke with great respect of Victor
Emmanuel's intelligence. " The King is all the time gaining
a stronger hold on the country's confidence."
We talked repeatedly of Villa Malta, the Prince's newly
acquired property in Rome. The Prince said : " I've read in
the newspapers that the Villa needed a lot of furnishing.
That is quite untrue. It would be like saying that this table
we're sitting at now ought to be relaid. I found the villa
perfectly furnished and fitted. Count Bobrinski, the last
owner, had done this. There's nothing left for me to do/'
I asked the Prince whether he had known the villa during
his ambassadorship in Rome. He said he had only dined once
or twice with Count Bobrinski, but the Princess had known
it better.
The Prince is obviously very gratified to own a house which
has associations with so many great Germans. He described
the attractions of the place, particularly its rose gardens.
Count Bobrinski, a Russian, had been a rose-grower of the
first rank. There were also thick laurel bushes and towering
palms.
Billow told us that Goethe had visited the villa during his
first visit to Italy in 1788, and a year later Herder spent the
spring there with the Duchess Amalia of Weimar. At
the beginning of the nineteenth century Friederike Brun, the
authoress of *&oman Life, and her daughter the Countess
Bombelles, had lived in this villa which had once been the